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. haragsment.

inveStigatmn proceeds, women

betrayal of Monica Lewinsky

‘battle; playe

conflict, hat I call the argtiment culture, :
it ial nature of our

gerated and
abuqed : ‘

Sexual arassment ceased being a.

 women's issue the moment it began to be

fights between men, In an academic
department for example, a man who was
locked in & power struggle with another
man madg the rounds of women in the
department, asking if they had ever been
treated by his rivalin a way that could be

construed as sexual harassment. They all .

answered no, and the man gave up.

‘But miny people, men as well as’

women, believe that Paula Jones was
used in just this way by political oppo-
nents of the president. And women may

feel this betrayal more keenly, both for .

its exploitation of the woman in question

are the bedrock, of s0 many women'd

. Investigation isn't about sex; it's abor %
h ' pattern of lying, But equally exasperated'

. average citizens. feel it ig about sex, eoeugy
women have more reason than mep to-
recoil at the dragging of unwilling'l
‘women into court to testify about their\
E private lives. This is 2

 taken seripusly. If an accusation of sexual |
harassment can destroy a man’s career,.
then wonien can be used as pawns in.

problems; such conversations

friendships.:" i
Exasperated thh public opimon ‘ aw
yers and pundits claim. that Starr

-and for it debasing of the very = sex

sérious roblem of sexual'{
.  the scenario Willey escribed, they ar

As the. independent counsel .

- . self alone with a woman he has reason t
also may feel more keenly the  believe might;respond favorably, woul

by a supposed friend who | makeapassat her?” It is easy to see wh

secretly recorded her intimate -
conversations ‘about. personal = question,

' ‘Md‘m are being forced
testify about thelr ' -
’ eonversatloné with the, .
president. Women are being
forced to testlfy abt)ut thelr.
- sexlives.”

that is only being visited upon women in ‘
this investigation. Men are being forced:

to testify about their conversations with
the president. Women are being forced
to testify about their gex lives,:* "

Women and men alike resist ]umping

on the bandwagon of what they see aga

concerted effort by political opponents to

discredit the president. But women are:

somewhat more likely than men to feel
protective of someone they see being
ganged up on.

With regard to Kathleen leleys
account, there are other reasons why
women were more suspicious of her from

the start: For one thihg; women have.
their own experiences of unwanted

don’t, When men pr

likely to ask, “Is it slausible to me that
man in a poslt_ion of power, finding him

many’ men ‘might easily answer th1

omen who Willey'
account against their own experienc

1 Would respond"” /

:d was trying to lure her t
r inappropriate contact, Whe
,that to me, 1 don’t forget

; alone v

form oﬁ mrm it - Farile

nééesﬁaknly right people teact differ

definitions of sexual haragsment than

- about their conviction that such allegas

tions can't be evaluated apart from the
context in which the allegations surface.
In the current instance, the larger con-
text is the ratcheting up of attack in the
intertwined institutions of politics, law
and the press and how that interferes
with the running of the country at the

ask, “Does this ring true to me, given how
1th And there are

ently to similar situations, The point 1§

kv  think they can judge. other; :
this way, eveti' '}
7. though their judgments maybeoff.
" Many people’s continuing support of

Clmton despite the charges of unwanted |
sexual advances says less about their . |

same time that it corrodes the spirits of

its citizens.

Deborah Tannen, a professor of lmquzs-
tics at Georgetown University, is the
author of “The Argument Culture,” pub-
lzshed in March




