
ability~ needed to hear. Late last week there 
was a sense of new determination among 
the 21·'member GOP majority to vote out a 
"bill containing "articles ofimpeachment." 
, "<ii,That won't displease chairman Henry 
,Hyde, who is leading something of a politi­
cal double ~e. Publicly, he portrays himself 
as a reluctant warrior, trapped by duty to 
lead proceedings he's desperate to end.,But 
some afhis closest friends have told NEWS.. 

WEEK that Hyde actually harbors deep an­
tipathy toward Clinton, whom he regards as 
evil and corrupt-and that Hyde, for the 
moment, will do little to rein in the more ob­

. streperous right-wingers on his committee: 
Rathe;r than voice his anger publicly, he is 
~peaking through his old friend majority 
counsel David Schippers, who has been de­
nouncing the president in the gravest terms. 

Still, antipathy doesn't amount to an in­
vestigative strategy, and the committee 
Republicans don't seem to have one. Last 
week they floated the idea of calling fund­
raiser John Huang, then backed off-and 
then,NEWSWEEK learned, began floating it 
again over the weekend. There's no reason 
to pursue Whitewater, Filegate and Trav­
elgate-all blind alleys, according to Starr. 
The GOP was left where it didn't want to 
be: looking into matters that trace back to 
the Paula Jones sexual-harassment suit 
and to the president's efforts to hide details 
of his sex life. The GOP majority decided 
late last week to subpoena four witnesses.' 
Its apparent aim: to delve into whether the 
president's allies sought to silence Kath­
leen Willey, who claimed to have been 
groped by Clinton in the White House. But 
three of the witnesses are attorneys who 
seem likely to do little more than clam up 
by citing claims of lawyer-client privilege. 

The House itselfis likely to be even more 
'.' confused. This is an endgame with no ob­
vious game plan. Almost everybody's fa­
vorite compromise-a "censure" resolu­
tion ofsome sort- seems to be losing popu­
larity, at least for the moment. Three key 
factions in Congress are forming up to op­
pose it., Conservative Republicans in the 
,.House regard censure as a cop-out, too 
wimpy to serve any real purpose. Constitu­
tionalists of the left and right, ,Democrat 
and Republican, see it as a bad precedent. 
Congress, they fear, will become a censure­
happy place, making denunciations of the 
president willy-nilly and inching the coun­
try closer to a parliamentary-style depen­
dence on no-confidence votes. Finally, 
there are the liberals - mostly in the black 
,and.Hispanic caucuses-who are reluctant 
to see Clinton suffer any form of repri­
mand. "Censure could go· down in flames," 
says a top GOP staffer. .;,~: , 

" But if censure is dead, so is impeach­
ment: the GOP just doesn't have the votes 
on the floor without highly unlikely mass 
defections from the Democrats. Ifthe Hyde 
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ql~~<iitng In:Jj~~ij;,~~I'··;~ll"i'g\
 
wl}y mei1"<~d women hea.r~ {wodiffere{lt;t~ e: 
on~he Tripptapes. By DEBQRAH TANNEN:~r~~wJ~G', 

;;}it;':,;~·:· .ytF:·'~f;.: .' . ,,;;,,;. ' . . .),:,t,·, .:~~~f~t"l· 

I
T'WAS THE ApTUMN OF 1997, AND TWO FRIENDS:-MONICA LEWINSKY AND LI~~A"::i,i'>;;\!(/, 

Tripp-were debating life and love. In one exchBJ1ge, Monica was re,9ounting a::RA~~f> ' 
. versatio~ she had.with ~etty Cum,•e ab,out, tryin~ t9 ~ee the pre~ident."I(An,d blah:;,'!~,'.~:i;,{,,:',..\..:, ,", ;.;~,',',;

blah. And I [Momcfi] SaId, 'Well, what,-:-' ,and then I sort ofhesItated and she [CUf~'i;t:';!:') 
rie] goes, 'Well, did you mention that you wanted to see him in the note?'~dI sai~,,:~~;,~~;;:;·: 
'Well, yeah~ but.I asked him ifI could come by on Saturday morning. I didn't 1a}OW'I;t;:·;:J·";:~~\tt< 
what time he was leaving.' And she said, 'Db, well, I think he's leaving t09 early.,'I said,': 
'Well, then, you know, maybe tomorrow (inaudible).' And she goes, 'There ~e,,~lot Off}(:' 

i. ' " p~ople around.' So-"·;,::. \"Hi:ti;;~,,~;:'t;'\('<I:X,\')",: 
""Many women heard thems~Jyes9~,·;i.::.: 

that crackly phone line, listenihg toi':I,::,i( 
"the breathy urgency offriendsgoing':'~r,:,:' 
over and over who said what, and ), ,), 
how that made her feel, and what that' .,' 
made her think; what she.could do,.;;)L,;Jt;:,:{ 
,should do, might do; what she shou14;::L;12~ 

,.' wear, and whether it makes her look?:j':/~ 
fat. Many men were puzzled to he~"f;,;\\~d,T 
talk about relationships in such de-:;?':(t~;"::::', 
tail. They found it boring..\Vl1y tbe~),;i~~:t:Xfi 
~erence? ',Ii' ·Yft;q:+P '{fA~k;},·;\~'~\\1 

,:';~i;:\,:'Watch children at play~ Little girl~~\:;';':{l 
~ ,'social lives tend to center on a bes(:~:cltt':';l~ 
~ friend, and they spend a lot of time:,(:':~if;:::,,~) 
~ sitting and talking- and telling se'" ,',;'i,:i;'{'::',i'
<3I crets. Your best friend is the one i"~Y~!/: ';;:
E :.. youtell everything to. And since ta!k,",.,:;( 
~ "is,the glue that holds relationships tq-.o.\':l 
~ >, gether, the nuances oftalk are impori:,!:t 
g :'>:tant: yop need to know exactly~hat";~:;{~ 

J':,}:\vas said, in what tone ofvoice, to:";i:t~~itf.~~ 
'gauge the relationship.,. ,;;,;1':"'",' 
",.. '; Boys' friendships center more on'}:;',',:;'. 
activities. Your best friend is the one 

,'you do everything with, the one who':':/' 
Will stand up for you ifthere ,is a fight.):ij 

':., Boys talk to negotiate th~ir positio1?-~~·m: 
.,' p1 a group: ifyou can tell oth~r boys",:fk1\i,J 
;;:~bat to do and make its,tick, your s~~:-Ji 
,':."tusgoes up; andyou have more ind€1&i'::;)~ 

::,': pendence. Ifyou aren't good at chalf:;'\:;~' 
""',lenging otherboys and resisting ",,;:,:i;{:~!t;Jit 

'" . ' .... :":f,i:d~ 

challenges, you get pushed around~~~~ti~} 
"" Conversations about who said what 

just aren't that important, so boys don't learn to pay attention to exactly what was saiq~ 
unless it meant they got put down or pushed around. It's not that boys and men don't~'();~':~ 
spend hours exchanging seemingly unimportant details-it's just that the details aren't; 
about relationships and conversations. They're more likely to be about sports orgamesi 
Ifa man is having an affair, he might not tell anyone at all, because his idea offriendship 
doesn't require that he disclose what's going on in his life. For many women, though,in"!' 
timacy entails keeping friends informed ofwhat'sgoing on inyour life. That's what Lin... 
da Tripp was counting on. · :; .:/;, r<~'1 

TANNEN is university professor at Georgetown and author of"You Just Don't Understand: 
Women and Men in Conversation. " Her most recent book is ~'The Argument Culture.'!ic{~,:t.f 


